
BIO 

A native of Houston, Texas, Pastor Renard D. Allen Jr. was born into a family of 

distinguished pastors who nurtured his love for God and people. Pastor Allen earned a Bachelor 

of Arts in Religion from Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. He further attained the Master 

of Divinity from San Francisco Theological Seminary, where he was honored with the David Esler 

Award as the most outstanding preacher in his class.  

 

His oratorical and spiritual gifts have made room for him to preach and address audiences 

in Ramstein, Germany; Nassau, Bahamas; and Queenstown, South Africa. Scholarship and soul, 

humor and hope, conviction and compassion, personal and social concerns are intricately woven 

together in his preaching and leadership. He is held in high esteem by professors, peers, and lay 

people alike. Dr. J. Alfred Smith Sr., a distinguished professor, describes Pastor Allen as “one of 

the most gifted pulpiteers on the preaching scene...humble in demeanor with impressive dignity 

and quiet confidence.”  

 

Throughout his twenty-two years of ministry, he has been blessed to develop and share his 

gifts broadly. In education - as a substitute teacher, and an Executive Director of Children's 

Defense Fund Freedom School; in social activism – as an Executive Board Member and Chair of 

Religious Affairs for the San Francisco and Dayton branches of the N.A.A.C.P. respectively; in 

administration - as an Executive Pastor, as well as his current and most fulfilling role as Senior 

Pastor. In his ongoing pastoral tenure at St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Allen has led 

the way in revitalizing both his congregation and community.    

At the onset of the COVID19-based shutdown, Pastor Allen implemented his pre-existing 

vision for a drive-in service for the benefit of the neighborhood as well as the congregation. Now 

known as Worship-on-Wheels, these drive-in worship services were held in the church’s parking 

lot without fail for 19 months. He literally preached outside in light rain, snowfall, and in 

temperatures as low as 10 degrees just to keep his congregation and community spiritually 

connected during the pandemic. In his own words, “If people think enough of God to drive in 

uncomfortable weather and circumstances just to hear the Word in their cars, I think enough of 

them to make sure they receive it.” He is not only the spiritual voice to his congregation, but he 

has become a spiritual voice and leader to the city-at-large. 

 

In response to the death of George Floyd, he showed himself to be a leader of leaders by 

reaching across racial, denominational, and generational lines to found Dayton Ministers United 

for Social Change. Because of his pastoral heart and vision, hundreds of people from all walks of 

life have been converted/joined the church under his tenure, embracing its motto of being “A 

Ministry for People on the Grow.” He aims to see the church and city, individuals and communities 

transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ for their good and God’s glory.  

 

When not ministering to the needs of his congregation and community, he enjoys travelling, sports-

watching, golfing, and riding rollercoasters with his wife and college sweetheart, Jasmine Nicole, 

and their three children: Kennedy Anjell, Renard III, and Sydney-Marie. 


